
MRAC Officers:  

Terms Expiring in 2010 

Å President ð  Mark, AB9CD 

Å V-President-Brian,  K9LCQ            

Å Secretary ðMike , KC9CMT 

Å Treasurer ð Vacant 

Å Director ð Dave,WB9BWP 

Å Director ð Dave,KA9WXN 

Terms Expiring in 2011 

Å Director ð Al, KC9IJJ 

Å Director ð Dwain, KC9MJJ  

Å Director ð Hal, KB9OZN 
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A Ham's Night Before Christmas 
 

Twas the night before Christmas,  
And all through 2 meters,  

Not a signal was keying up  
Any repeaters.  
The antennas reached up  
From the tower, quite high,  
To catch the weak signals  
That bounced from the sky.  
The children, Tech -Pluses,  

Took their H -Ts to bed,  
And dreamed of the day  
They'd be Extras instead.  
Mom put on her headphones,  

I plugged in the key,  
And we tuned 40 meters  
For that rare ZK3.  

When the meter was pegged  
By a signal with power.  
It smoked a small diode,  
And, I swear, shook the tower.  
Mom yanked off her phones,  
And with all she could muster  

Logged a spot of the signal  
On the DX PacketCluster ,  
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While I ran to the window  
And peered up at the sky,  
To see what could generate  
RF that high.  
It was way in the distance,  

But the moon made it gleam.  
A flying sleigh, with an  
Eight -element beam,  
And a little old driver  
Who looked slightly mean.  
So I thought for a moment,  
That it might be Wayne Green.  

But no, it was Santa,  
The Santa of Hams.  
On a mission, this Christmas,  
To clean up the bands.  
He circled the tower,  
Then stopped in his track,  

And he slid down the coax  
Right into the shack.  

While Mom and I hid  
Behind stacks of CQ,  
This Santa of hamming  
Knew just what to do.  
He cleared off the shack desk  

Of paper and parts,  
And filled out all my late QSLs  
For a start.  
He ran copper braid,  
Took a steel rod and pounded  
It into the earth, till  
The station was grounded.  

He tightened loose fittings,  
Resoldered connections,  
Cranked down modulation,  
Installed lightning protection. He 

neutralized tubes  
In my linear amp.  

(Never worked right before;  
Now it works like a champ).  
A new, lowpass filter  
Cleaned up the TV.  
He corrected the settings  
In my TNC.  
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  On behalf of the Board of Directors and officers of 

the Milwaukee Radio Amateur Club, I would like to 

wish you and yours and safe and happy holiday season. 
 

-ô73 Michael B. Harris, KC9CMT 
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He repaired the computer  
That would not compute,  
And he backed up the hard drive  
And got it to boot.  
Then, he reached really deep  

In the bag that he brought,  
And he pulled out a big box.  
A new rig? I thought!  
A new Kenwood? An Icom?  
A Yaesu, for me?!  
(If he thought I'd been bad,  
it might be QRP!)  

Yes! The Ultimate Station!  
How could I deserve this?  
Could it be all those hours  

that I worked Public Service?  
He hooked it all up  
And in record time, quickly  

Worked 100 countries,  
All down on 160.  
I should have been happy,  
It was my call he sent.  
But the cards and the postage  
Will cost two month's rent!  
He made final adjustments,  

And left a card by the key:  
"To Gary, from Santa Claus.  
73."  
Then he grabbed his H -T,  
Looked me straight in the eye,  

Punched a code on the pad,  
And was gone with no good -bye.  

I ran back to the station,  
And the pileup was big,  
But a card from St. Nick  
Would be worth my new rig.  
Oh, too late, for his final  
came over the air.  

It was copied all over.  
It was heard everywhere.  
The Ham's Santa exclaimed  
What a ham might expect,  
"Merry Christmas to all,  
And to all, good DX!"  
 
 

©1996 Gary Pearce, KN4AQ  

Permission granted for any print or electronic reproduc-

tion.  
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Milwaukee Radio Amateurs' Club  

FM Simplex Contest  

 

Purpose:  To promote FM simplex operation and VHF/UHF 

contesting while giving new hams an opportunity to develop 
their contesting skills.  

 

Date:  Sunday, February 21,  2010  

 

Time:    2m (1PM ï 2 PM), 70cm (2PM ï 2:30PM) ,  

 6m (2:30PM ï 3 PM), 1.25m (3PM -  3:30PM)  

 

Region:  Southeastern Wisconsin (Grids -EN52, EN53, EN62, 
EN63) Contacts with other grid squares are also welcomed.  

 

Bands:  2 meters, 70 centimeters, 6 meters, 1.25 meters  

 

Categories:  Base, Mobile, HT, and Club  

 

Awards:  Certificates given for 1 st  in each category and indi-
vidual band with 2 nd  and 3 rd  awards based on committee dis-
cretion. Limit one award per person. Winning club is recog-
nized on a plaque at AES Milwaukee.  

 

Points: 2 meters - (1 point), 70 centimeters - (2 points), 6 me-
ters (2 -points), 1.25 meters - (3 points)  

 

Special Multiplier:  1.5 score multiplier for Technician Class 
participants.  

 

Bonus Points:  Make a contact with the MRAC station W9RH 

(any band), and receive a 10 point bonus on your score.  

 

Log Information Required:  Call sign of station worked, 
frequency, time, and grid square.  

 

Detailed Contest Information:  Detailed contest informa-

tion and entry forms can be downloaded from the MRAC web 
site at www.w9rh.org.  

 

State Government Liaison  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chatter, Volume 17, Issue 12, Page 3 

 

 

 

The next meeting will be January 28th at 7:00PM. We meet in 

the Fellowship Hall of Redemption Lutheran Church, 4057 N 

Mayfair Road. Use the south entrance.  

Please do not call the church for information!  

Club Nets & Breakfast  

Please check in to our nets on Friday evenings.  

Our ten meter SSB net is at 8:30 p.m. at 28.490 MHz USB.  

Our two meter FM net follows at 9:00 p.m . on our repeater 

at 145.390 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz . 

Join us for Saturday morning breakfast  at Maximôs 

Restaurant, 18025 W. Capitol Dr. We usually meet at 

around 8:00 a.m., and order around 8:15 a.m. The food and 

the company are good and;  

You donôt have to be a member of the 

club to join us!  

Visit our website at: www.w9rh.org  

Or phone (414) 332 - MRAC or  332 -  6722  

Club Repeater, 

145.390Mhz Minus Offset 

(127.3 PL)  

Next Regular Meeting  

Chatter Deadline  

 

The DEADLINE for items to be published in the Chatter  is the 
15th of each month.  If you have anything (announcements, sto-
ries, articles, photos, projects) for the 'Chatter, please get it to 
me before then. 

You may contact me or Submit articles and materials by e-mail 

at: Kc9cmt@earthlink.net  

or by Post at:  

Michael B. Harris 

807 Nicholson RD 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172-1447 



 

SG51KT2102A Oscillators available at:  
 
 http://www.class - ic.com/parts/s8873.html  
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Low Power 10 Meter QRP Transmitters for beacons, fox 
hunts, alarm transmitters.....  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very Narrow  Frequency Spread < 200 Hz between 
units  

Amateur Radio HAMs, get your 10 Meter QRP NET on the 
air FAST and SIMPLE with these self contained low -power 
"transmitters".  

These are clock oscillators in a DIP 14 style package. The 

nominal   frequency falls nicely inside the Tech+ segment 

of the 10 Meter HAM band (28.1 to 29.5 MHz).  

Add some reality to those code practice sessions by actu-
ally going on the air while you learn real life NET operat-
ing skills!  

If your receiver has a product detector or BFO, use these 
in CW (carrier) mode. You can identify different stations 
by the slight variations in frequency . If you are using an 

AM-only receiver, just add a simple modulator, such as 
the   example below, for MCW (modulated CW). Choose 
different values of resistors and capacitors for different 
tones.  

PRECISION -  UNITS SORTED by FREQUENCY  

 

All   are well within the Novice/Tech+ band and can be 
heard without retuning the receiver. This set has a high 
to low frequency spread of less than 200 Hz. Although the 
data sheet claims a much wider +/ -  100 ppm frequency 
stability, these were 100% tested and sorted to achieve 
this very tight grouping. The average frequency of the set 
is within 1 KHz of the nominal .    (Note: That is not an 

adjustment screw in the corner, just part of the molding.)   

EXTREMELY SIMPLE WIRING 

 
For CW mode, just ground pin 7, connect a LPF and an-
tenna to pin 8 and key +5 VDC to pin 14 and you're on 
the air. (Add a 0.001µF bypass directly across pins 7 & 14 

for improved oscillator stability.) Can't get any simpler!     

Experimenter's Bench  

http://spectronicsmi.com/10meterqrp.htm#top
http://spectronicsmi.com/10meterqrp.htm#top
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 Note: Configurations and applications vary and perform-

ance varies. Please review FCC Part 15 and Part 97 if 
you are not certain your particular use is in compliance. 
The suggestions above are not intended to promote ille-

gal or improper use. It is the amateur's responsibility to 
ensure the completed transmitter is in compliance and 
that it's operation does not interfere with other equip-
ment.  

Add Audio :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Of course range varies widely and avid QRP'ers know that it's 

the antenna, antenna, antenna that is the key. But as an ex-
ample, I took a QRP Xmtr w/LPF Assembly and GPS tracker 
on the road. I grounded pin 7 to the car and draped an an-
tenna wire over the seat. As the crow flies, it was still read-
able over 1.5 miles away on a short wave receiver connected 
to a roof level vertical. Imagine what it will do when you con-
nect it to your beam! (The output is TTL so you'll want a Low 

Pass Filter   to suppress harmonic radiation.)  

 

WIRELESS ALARMS ANYWHERE  

Wire a door, gate, pool level detector, thermostat --  anything 
that can switch 5 Volts. Use 4 AAA's and a diode to drop the 
voltage to about 5.5V. For short distances, an antenna is not 
needed. A stable receiver or scanner can cover the perimeter 

of your yard. Carrier mode is the simplest method. A simple 
555 oscillator, such as the one shown in the MCW sche-
matic   above, will modulate the transmitter if you prefer a 
tone. Different resistors and capacitors will produce different 
tones for easy identification of different monitoring/alarm sta-
tions.  

Other possibilities :  
   

10M Fox Hunt  Beacon  

Add a divide by 2 IC circuit for a 20 Meter HAM band output.  

Add a divide by 4 IC circuit for a 40 Meter HAM band output.  

Add a divide by 8 IC circuit for a 80 Meter HAM band output.  

Add a LPF and a small amp on your band of choice for a seri-

ous QRP transmitter.  

 

Experimenter's Bench  
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Music for Wounded Soldiers By   Albert   Marple  

 

BEFORE a great while the boys of U.  S. Army in France 

who are injured while doing their "bit," will be persuaded to 

forget their aches and pains along with all the hardships of 
war, by strains of music, carried to them by wireless. It is 
planned that they will hear novels and poetry and news sto-
ries, the soldier boy who is too ill even for a little entertain-
ment not being disturbed, for the entertainment will be dis-
tributed in individual doses by wireless telephone and pho-

nograph.  
    Through the generosity of the Ebell Club of Los Angeles, 

the first set of this wireless phonograph has been purchased 
for $1,000; it is to be donated at an early date to the Ameri-
can Base Hospital in France. The outfit will consist of a 
transmitting set, along with fifty portable or hospital receiv-
ing sets, for use on fifty different beds. By placing one of 

these sets between two beds and equipping it with two re-
ceivers, each receiving set may be made to bring joy and 
relief to a pair of our wounded fighting men. The sets may 
be detached from any bed in a moment and carried for use 
to some other part of the room or building.  
    As a rule the conditions of the various patients in a hospi-
tal prevent the playing of a phonograph. The music, while 

beneficial to some, would be very irritating to others. This 
difficulty is overcome by the wireless phonograph.  
    The sending apparatus is located within a sound - tight 

room somewhere within the hospital and the attendant to 
operate the device has only to start the phonograph and 
throw a switch. From the phonograph the music travels by 

wire to the wireless telephone transmitter, from which it 
passes in the form of electrical waves to the sending aerial, 
going from this point out into space.  
    The receiving apparatus consists of a light, sensitive tele-
phone receiver which is connected by a silk cord to a metal 
or wooden case three inches wide, six inches long and four 
inches high. This case is connected by a tiny wire to the bed 

post or spring, which constitutes the receiving aerial. After 
being released by the sending aerial the sound waves travel 
through space until they are caught by the receiving capac-
ity and transmitted from this by the tiny wire to the receiv-
ing cabinet, thence along the silk cord to the telephone re-
ceiver, which is held to the ear of the patient.  

    Another feature of this device is that the phonograph may 

be disconnected and stories and newspapers be read to the 
patients over the wireless telephone.  
    The transmitting apparatus connected to the phonograph 
and also to the telephone consists of a group of telephone 
transmitters arranged in a suitable casting. Being operated 
on low frequency the waves of this machine are not likely to 

interfere with or be troubled by the waves of high frequency 
systems. The system may be operated by a few dry cells, at 
a cost of not more than ten cents a day in connection with 
the largest hospital.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article from:  

The Wireless Age , April, 1918,  

pages 590, 593:  

 



 

VE Testing  

Testing Session on January 30th at 9am -11am.  

Amateur Electronic Supply 5720 W. Good Hope Rd. Mil-

waukee, WI 53223  

Swapfests  

WARAC Swapfest  

Saturday, January 9th, 2010 , 8am ï 2pm  

Waukesha County Expo Center  

100 Northview Rd., Waukesha.  

 

Milwaukee Radio Amateurs Club  

Working Committees  

Field Day  

¶ Open  

FM Simplex Contest  

Å    Joe ï N9UX 

¶ Jeff ï K9VS  

¶ Brianð K9LCQ 

Ticket drum and drawing  

Å    Tom ï N9UFJ 

Å    Jackie ï No Call  

Newsletter Editor  

¶ Michael -KC9CMT 

Webmaster  

Å     Joe SchwartzðN9UX 

Refreshments  

¶ Michael ï KC9CMT 

                   

 

 

 

                  

Membership Information  

The Hamateur Chatter is the newsletter of MRAC (Milwaukee Ra-

dio Amateursô Club), a not for profit organization for the advance-

ment of amateur radio and the maintenance of fraternalism and a 

high standard of conduct.  MRAC Membership dues are $17.00 

per year and run on a calendar year starting January 1st. MRAC 

general membership meetings are normally held at 7:00PM the 

last Thursday of the month except for November when Thanks-

giving falls on the last Thursday when the meeting moves for-

ward 1 week to the 3rd Thursday and December, when the 

Christmas dinner takes the place of a regular meeting.  Club Con-

tact Information Our website address http://www.w9rh.org  

Telephone  (414) 332 -MRAC (6722)  

Address correspondence to:   

MRAC  PO Box 070695,  

Milwaukee WI 53207 - 0695 .  

Email may be sent to  

w9rh@arrl.net  

Our YAHOO newsgroup:  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MRAC - W9RH/  
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Testing & Local SwapFests  

CLUB NETS:  

Å Our Six Meter SSB net is Thursday at 8:00PM on 

50.160 MHz USB  

Å Our Ten Meter SSB net is Friday at 8:00PM on 28.490 

MHz ± 5 KHz USB.  

Å Our Two Meter FM net follows the Ten meter net at 

9:00PM on our repeater at 145.390MHz -  offset (PL 

127.3)  



                       Milwaukee Area Nets 

Mon.8:00 PM 3.994 Tech Net                                                      Thur. 8:00 PM 50.160, 6 mtr SSB Net 

Mon.8:00 PM 146.865- ARES Walworth ARRL News Line  Thur. 9:00 PM 146.910  Computer Net  

Mon.8:00 PM 146.445 Emergency Net                                       Fri. 8:30 PM 28.490 MRAC W9RH 10 mtr Net SSB 

Mon.8:00 PM 146.865- ARES Net Walworth                            Fri. 9:00 PM 145.390 W9RH 2 mtr. FM Net  

Mon.8:45 PM 147.165- ARRL voice news (ARES)                  Sat.  9:00 PM 146.910 Saturday Night Fun Net 

Mon.9:00 PM 50.160  6 mtr .SSB NET                                       Sun 8:30 AM 3.985 QCWA (Chapter. 55) SSB Net 

Mon.9:00 PM 147.165- ARES Net Waukesha-Milwaukee    Sun 9:00 AM 145.565 X-Country Simplex Group  

Tue.9:00 AM 50.160 6 . Mtr 2nd Shifter's Net                         Sun.10:00 AM 443.800+ FM-38 link to 146.88   Baraboo SWAP Net 

Tue.  7:00 PM 145.130 MAARS Trivia  Net                             Sun 9:00 PM 146.910 Swap Net 

Tue. 8:00 PM 7.035 A.F.A.R. (CW)                                             Sun 8:00 PM 146.910 Information Net 

Wed.  8:00 PM 145.130 MAARS Amateur Radio Newsline  Sun.8:00 PM 28.365 10/10 International (Milwaukee Ch.) (SSB)  

Wed. 9:00 PM  145.130 MAARS IRLP SwapNet         

           2 meter repeaters are offset by 600KHz - - 70 centimeter repeaters are offset by 5 MHz 

         SSB frequencies below 20 meters are LSB and for 20 mtrs and above are USB. 
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