Yo

@

\
&

The Milwaukee Radio Amateurs Club

Presidents Letter

Greetings to fellow members of MRAC!

As most of you know by now, our president,
Howard Parks, has decided to resign from
his position as President, MRAC. | would
like to thank Howard for all his efforts on
behalf of the club and hope that he is able
to find time to continue as an active
member. He has much to offer and we
should all take this opportunity to thank him
and wish him well.

Howard's resignation has resulted in me
succeeding Howard as President. When you
elected me Vice President last year, | was
enthusiastic and relished the opportunity for
a more active role in the club. This past
fall, changes have occurred which are
resulting in a relocation to New York. | am
currently spending about half my time here
and anticipate | will be here full time later in
the year. This relocation precludes me from
taking on the duties of President, MRAC.

The plan which was unanimously agreed to
at the last Board of Directors Meeting was
to have a special election for President, in
May, who would complete the time
remaining on Howard's term. Mike Harris,
KC9CMT, volunteered to head up a
nominating / recruiting effort for the
President's position along with 2 open
positions on the Board of Directors. Mike

Board Mee'“ ng M | N uteSBrian KC9HEK, vice -president, then became

By Sarah Parks, KB9ZNC

3-23-09 MRAC Board of Directors Meeting
Present: All 6:44 PM

Howard AB9FH called the meeting to

Hamateur Chatter

By Brian, KC9HEK

has a very important job ahead of him and
will need the active support of the club
membership to be successful.

MRAC is one of the oldest amateur radio clubs
in the country. We have along and successful
heritage which has been driven by an active
membership and good leadership. You can all
play an important role in continuing the
heritage of the club and making it a vibrant,
active and fulfilling club for all! But in order

to do that, some of you will have to step
forward and become active officers of the
club.

The rest of you need to come to the
meetings, and be active at the business
portion of the meeting. Think also of
participating at Field Day, volunteering for
special events, helping with getting speakers
at club presentations, etc. Don't be bashful
and you'll find it is both more rewarding and
easier than you think to becoming more
active.

Concluding, | would one again like to express
my regrets for not being able to fulfill my
responsibilities. That said, this is a great
opportunity for you to run or office, be a more
active member and help MRAC continue its 92
year heritage.

73 de KC9HEK, Brian
order, then made effective his resignation.

president. Brian KC9HEK announced that,
due to work and relocation, he would need

to resign from the position effective June
25th. Brian K9LCQ was appointed vice -
president to serve out the remaining v -p
term, the secretary was directed to inform
membership of a special election at the May
general membership meeting on May 28th.
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MRAC Officers:

Terms Expiring in 2010

A Pr ed BridneKCIHEK
A -PvesidentBrian, K9LCQ
A Se cdSamkB9ZNC
A Tr e &Mankf AB9CD

A Di rodave, WBIBWP
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Terms Expiring in 2009

A Di roedk KCeldJ
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Club Phone is

(414) 332-MRAC or
(414)332-6722

Visit our website at:
www.w9rh.org

Mail correspondence to:
M. R. A.C.

P.O. Box 070695 Milwaukee,
WI 53207-0695




Board Meeting Minutes Continued:

At that meeting there will be an election for a one -year
presidential term vacancy, concurrent with the regular
election of three directors. The board was unanimously

behind this proposal.

'‘Chatter - Mike KC9CMT has volunteered to take up the
position of newsletter editor.

eQSL - Brian KC9HEK noted that he needed to find someone
else to receive the notifications for eQSL. Mark AB9CD

volunteered to undertake that. Superfest
discussion on preparations for Superfest at AES.

Field Day - Nels and Melody will be approached about doing
catering for the picnic at F.D. this year.

Financial review - Mark AB9CD noted he had one volunteer
for this. He is working out a date for the review.

Club QSL card - Dave WB9BWP suggested printing out
business cards for members to hand out. Mark AB9CD
thought this was a good idea, and would look into it while he
was working on the club QSL card.

RAIN Report - No update. Mark ABOCD and Dave KA9WXN
have been discussing it.

SoftRock kit - Mark AB9CD said he would e -mail Poncho
KA9OFA to update the board on his status and keep them
updated on his progress.

Membership - The board discussed ways of bringing up
membership. Some suggestions were promotion at
swapfests, refreshments, raffle.

Brian K9LCQ made a motion that Mark AB9CD read the
treasurer's report. Brian KCO9HEK seconded. There was one
'nay' vote, but the motion passed. Mark read the report.
Brian K9LCQ made a motion to accept the treasurer's report
and Mike KC9CMT seconded. The motion passed. Brian
K9LCQ moved to accept the board minutes in the 'Chatter,
and Al KC91JJ seconded. The motion passed. Mark AB9CD
asked if the updated by  -laws have been placed on the
website; Brian KOLCQ stated he would have to check.

Insurance - The requested paperwork has been posted to the
yahoo groups, but some questions regarding the document
itself were raised. Mark AB9CD said he would look into it.

The church donation letter is in the process of being written.
Mark AB9CD said that will go out sometime this week.

Brian K9LCQ moved to adjourn, and Mike KC9CMT seconded.
One opposed. 8:54 PM.

- There was some
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General Meeting Minutes

By Sarah Parks, KB9ZNC

03/26/09, 7:01 PM

Brian K9LCQ, the vice -president, opened the meeting. The mic was not
in use, so everyone ID'd loud and clear. The minutes were read by the
secretary, Sarah KB9ZNC. No corrections were offered, so Jim K9UGD
moved to accept the minutes as read, and Tom KF9PU seconded. The
motion passed. Mark AB9CD read the treasurer's report. Al KC913J
moved to accept the report, and Joe NOUX seconded. This motion

passed also.

Following Buzz Talk, Brian K9LCQ explained why he had opened the
meeting. Howard AB9FH, for reasons of time and effort, resigned from
the office of president effective March 23rd. Brian Beiger KCO9HEK, the
vice - president, became president; however, he is in the process of
moving to New York state and will be unable to continue in that office.
He appointed Brian K9LCQ), director, to the office of vice -president.
Brian KC9HEK has declared the May meeting a special election, for the
purpose of electing a president, concurrent with the elections for the
three open director spots opening this year. The president's term will

be for one year, coming up for election again next year with the other
officer positions.

More information on this will be forthcoming.

Joe N9UX gave a report on the Simplex Contest, reviewing the winners
and thanking the participants.

Brian K9LCQ noted that the ‘Chatter has a new editor - Mike KCO9CMT.
Any articles, information or suggestions for the 'Chatter should be given
to him.

Mike KC9CMT, coordinator for Superfest, noted that the club table
needs volunteers for Saturday afternoon.

Mark AB9CD, our Field Day chairman, gave an update. He requested
that anyone with specific modes or times they wanted to work would
contact him with that information. The club will purchase t - shirts, pins
and other ARRL merchandise for interested members; give Mark your

order and the money by the May meeting, and the club will cover the

shipping costs.
Poncho KA9OFA gave an update on the SDR kit he is working on.

There was no other business to discuss, so Tom KF9PU moved to ad-
journ. Mark AB9CD seconded. The motion passed. 7:35 PM



Field Day On June 27th & 28th

We would like those with experience to make an impression
on the rest of us. This may mean a new ham of a year or two
might show the veterans of the hobby something they never
saw before. It might mean one of our decades old members
K i
goal for operating? We will accommodate. | already have one

will ¢éeducated some of wus
operator that wants to work CW (listen up you phone guys).
He has a station and will work both days for quite a few
hours. If you want to work a station of your own, go ahead
bring it.

and antennas for your use.

and Contact me ahead

Knowing who wants to work what mode or radio in advance
will let us accommodate. | would be pleased if we found we
where short on radios or antennas for everyone wanting to
operate their favorite mode or equipment.

Of course the die
Sunday
and a good part of the FD fun.

-hards show up on Saturday and leave on

and never |l eave the

However, do you want to work a couple of hours and get
back to real life? No problem. Want to work a full day? No
problem. Let us know when you can come out and the plan
will accommodate.

At present, the plan for the actual day will be the same as in
the past. Those that can assist with setup will arrive at Pio-
neer Village at 8:00AM and being the business of getting
down to business. About noon the Club Picnic Committee
should have some eats available and at 1:00PM we start op-
erating. We operate on Sunday until well past noon. Those
squeezing out the last few points can run to 1:00PM. Others
will be taking down and preparing to go home a bit before
then. The whole effort is usually wrapped by 3:00PM.

It seems like June is a long ways away (and the cold makes it
feel that way), but the planning and preparations must be
done starting now. So let me know what YOU want to see at
FD. Let me know when YOU want to operate. Let me know
what YOU want to do!

ds.

(o]

groun
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We 61 | more info F D
and we receive requests for stations/modes/times/etc. Re-
member, just over 3 months to FD. Mark the dates on your

calendar now! Anyone wanting in on the fun before FD, we

publ i sh on

are always looking for help with the preparations. Contact us
via the MRAC Yahoo Group or email me at ab9cd@arrl.net.
Until next time, The FD Committee.

For a Google map

l'toés all art of the fun.
http://www.w9rh.org/map_to_field_day_site.htm

Have

Mark Tellier, ABOCD, Field Day Chairman

as

Field Day Merchandise - Free Shipping

f

Hey, the free shipping works for Amazon and Newegg, why

not for MRAC? We will be ordering FD pins, shirts and any of
the other ARRL FD items offered by the ARRL. The logo for FD
2009 is: Check the
available. The club will place a group order following the May

-paid at the

ARRL website at for the items that are

meeting (the auction meeting). ltem must be pre
time of order. The shipping will be_paid with_a donation re-
d_s in betvx?gegn. 'P%at_os reat
ceived by the club to help promote FD activity. ltems ordered
will be available at the June meeting or at FD.

Among the list of items available are the normal pins, shirts
and hats. This year you can even get a water bottle (wow!).
Missed a pin from a previous year?

Some are still available and we can group order them as well.
For 2009, pins are $5, T shirts are $12.95 and hats are
$9.95. Go to the website for other items and prices.

See our FD captain Mark Tellier, ABO9CD, to order an item or
ab9cd@arrl.net

email him at




Next Regular Meeting

The next meeting will be April 30th at 7:00PM. We meet in

the Fellowship Hall of Redemption Lutheran Church, 4057 N
Mayfair Road. Use the south entrance. For April Jerry K9HXA,
will talk on Automatic Antenna Tuners

Please do not call the church for information!

Club Nets & Breakfast

Please check in to our nets on Friday evenings.

Our ten meter SSB net is at 8:30 p.m.

Our two meter FM net follows at 9:00 p.m. on our repeater at

145.390 MHz with a minus offset and a PL of 127.3 Hz

Join us for Saturday morning breakfast at
rant, 18025 W. Capitol Dr.
a.m., and order around 8:15 a.m. The food and the company
are good and

You donot have to be

club to join us!

at 28.490 MHz USB.

Maxi mé s
We usually meet at around 8:00

Club Repeater, 145.390 I MHz
Visit our website at: www.w9rh.org
Our phone  (414)332 -MRACor 332 - 6722
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Annual May Auction

After the Business Meeting in May will be our annual May
Auction of Stuff; Amateur Radio equipment, tools, publica-
tions and other treasures. The tradition of auctions goes
back to the 1920's. Gather up the stuff you are not using
and bring it down to be auctioned off. In recent years a lot
of the stuff brought down is donated to the club. That is very
much appreciated but not necessary, especially if you need
the money. Have some stuff you no longer need but you
don't want to throw it away and you don't think it is worth
the effort to take to a hamfest, auction, eBay, etc? That
sounds like something for the club raffle table. Bring Items.

2009 Dues are Due

All members who have not as yet paid their 2009 dues are
reminded that payment is now past due. MRAC membership
renewal notices were emailed to all members at their email or
home address in January.

R e sth&déadiine to pay dues was January

Upcoming May Elections

It is nearing that time of the year when we need to think

about bhe upcoming club elections. This being an odd year, 3
mper

m e
girector positions will expire. Al, KC913J, Brian, K9LCQ and

Mike, KCOCMT. We will need three or more people to be

nominated and run for the director positions. If you have con-
cerns on the direction the Board of Directors are handling the
club business; now is your chance to take a leadership posi-
tion. Nominations will be taken at the April meeting. Notice of
Elections due in May have been sent to all members in good

standing. Let 6s all attend

best representatives that your club can have.
Got Junk?

Bring your unwanted stuff down and put it on the raffle table.
The club sells tickets for $.50 a piece and when your number
is called, you get to choose from the items on the table. The
club makes a few bucks, some people get to get rid of some
of their stuff and other people get to add to their collection of
stuff. Have any old magazines or books on radio, electronics,
hobbies, whatever (you should probably keep your old Play-
boys). Bring them down too, all magazines are free for the
taking from the table.

The raffle takes place at every meeting except for the May
auction meeting.

Dave DeFebo, WB9BWP, Auctioneer

t

he



AES SuperFest

I would like to personally thank everyone who helped with

the AES Superfest staffing of the MRAC Table. Poncho,
KA9OFA was invaluable in helping to setup the banner, even
though he was involved with other responsibilities. Those that
generously gave of their time on a busy Friday and Saturday
were Mark, AB9CD, Howard,AB9FH,and Sarah, on Saturday
morning, along with Dave, WB9WBP who was there both
days. Al, KC91JJ and Dave, WB9BWP were there at noon time
on Saturday when the Fest was busiest along with
Jerry,KA9AJF and Brian, K9LCQ.

For all involved it was a good experience and we gained
some new club renewals and a new member. We got to chat
with friends that we rarely see face -to-face. Along with the
Staffing of our Club Table, certificates for the FM Simplex
Contest were handed out. Joe, KQUX, did an excellent job
again this year in organizing, tabulating scores and having
certificates made for the winners of the various categories.
Brian, K9LCQ printed the actual certificates. Which were
available at setup time. Sherm, KB9Q generously provided
the plaques for the Friendship award and the Club award

Milwaukee Radio Amateurs’ Club '

One Of The Workds Oldest Continuously Active Amatuur Radio Clubs.

Established 1917

WORH

VEC Testing - Fekd Day - Monthly Moetings - Newsletter uctions  C ass

Dave Schank, KAQWXN Receiving his Award at the
Club Table during Superfest. Award Presented by
Dave DeFebo, WB9BWP.

Chatter Deadline

The DEADLINE for items to be published in the Chatter is the
7th of each month. If you have anything (announcements, sto-
ries, articles, photos, projects) for the 'Chatter, please get it to

me before then.

You may contact me or Submit articles and materials by e-mail
at: Kc9cmt@earthlink.net

or by Post at:

Michael B. Harris

807 Nicholson RD

South Milwaukee, WI 53172-1447
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FM Simplex Contest Score Sheet

Base Top Score: KA9WXN
Mobile 1st Place: WB8BXK
HT 1st Place: KX9M

2M 1st Place: KA9QWXN
70cm 1st Place:  KA9WXN
6m 1st Place: KA9WXN
1.25 cm 1st Place: WB8BZK

Club 1st Place: Badger Contesters.

Gerald Riedel, Receiving his award. Presented by Dave De-
Febo.

Club Meeting: NEVEC Presentation

The Club would like to thank Tom Fuszard, KF9PU, for his
excellent presentation on the National Conference of Volun-
teer Examiner Coordinators. They hold a regular meeting in
Gettysburg, VA to discuss topics related to Coordinators and
their task of presenting testing sessions. There are 14 VEC
groups in the Country today the sponsor test sessions.

The associated Website:  www.NCVEC.org




