
MRAC Officers:  

Terms Expiring in 2010 

Å President ð  Mark, AB9CD 

Å V-President-Brian,  K9LCQ            

Å Secretary ð Vacant 

Å Treasurer ð Vacant 

Å Director ð Dave,WB9BWP 

Å Director ð Dave,KA9WXN 

Terms Expiring in 2011 

Å Director ð Al, KC9IJJ 

Å Director ð Howard, AB9FH 

Å Director ð Mike, KC9CMT 

The Milwaukee Radio Amateurs Club July 2009, Volume 17, Issue 7 

H a m at e u r  C h at t e r  

Welcome to my second presidentôs 

letter, but donôt go looking for the 

first one.  It wonôt be seen for 

quite some time, if ever.   

This president thing is new to me.  

I took on this duty because Iôve 

observed a change in this club.  

Iôve heard from members about 

problems, both real and perceived.  

I want this column to be a place 

where you can hear from me and, 

in turn, feed back your opinions, 

comments and information to help 

move this group in a positive and 

healthy direction.  It can be done.  

Other clubs are active and healthy 

and there is no reason why this 

one canôt be better.  Better than it 

is now and better than other clubs.  

To this end, I started to put some 

ideas to paper in my first letter.  I 

quickly realized this wasnôt good 

for a couple of reasons.  First, we 

have some more pressing tasks to 

address (more on this below) and 

second it might taint input from 

the group.  This leads to my first 

request.  What do you think is 

good about this club?  What needs 

improvement?  Let me know.  See 

me at the membership meetings.  

Come to a board meeting.  Email 

me at ab9cd@arrl.net.  I want to 

know what the membership wants.  

I have some ideas, but the group 

should determine our direction.  

Youôll hear about the feedback I 

receive in future columns.  

Now for some of the pressing tasks 

mentioned above.  First we need to 

recruit two new officers.  My 

election to president leaves a 

vacancy for the treasurer position.  
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 My election to president leaves a 

vacancy for the treasurer position.  

The clubôs financial records are in 

good order and transfer of these 

duties will be easy.  This position 

only requires a couple of hours each 

month with a bit more during 

renewal óseasonô.  Any one with 

Excel spreadsheet experience is 

more than qualified to take on this 

duty.  

We also have a vacancy in the 

secretary position.  Sarah resigned 

from the position back in June.  She 

has promised to organized and catch 

up the minutes from board and 

membership meetings and turn over 

the records in good order.  I expect 

this to happen in the next month.  

The position doesnôt demand a great 

deal of time but is important to 

keeping the board on track and 

keeping the membership informed 

about club activities and meetings.  

We need to get the board staffed 

and working at full strength before 

tackling other issues.  Getting the 

board staffed and working to 

improve the state of the club will 

take participation from our 

members.  Now is the time to step 

up and the time voice your 

suggestions!  Getting this done will 

let us talk ñradioò in future columns. 

  Mark AB9CD  

Presidents Letter  



Board Meeting Minutes 

By Mark AB9CD  

 

 

 

 

 

Milwaukee Radio Amateursô Club Board of Direc-

tors Meeting ï 6/22/2009  

Meeting called to order at Menomonee Falls Library by VP/acting 

President Brian White K9LCQ around 6:45PM.  

Present were Brain K9LCQ, Al KC9IJJ, Mike KC9CMT and Dave 

WB9BWP. Absent was everyone else, old and new officers (June 

meeting would have outgoing and incoming officers attending). After 

determining that we did have a quorum (majority of people ñin office 

at the time of a regular meetingò) we proceeded with the meeting.  

K9LCQ appointed Dave WB9BWP to take minutes of the meeting.  

There was no Treasurersô report nor past meeting minutes due to 

people absent.  

There was a brief discussion of the newly vacant positions of Treas-

urer and Secretary.  

Will there be a program Thursday on the Softrock project? No one 

knew. Also a discussion on church key and if we will be able to meet 

indoors or out.  

There was a discussion on Field Day. There have been recent daily 

emails to the club Yahoo group and there has been no response from 

anyone else with any Field Day ideas, plans, etc.  

Sort of related to Field Day there was a discussion about the bike 

event in Ozaukee County which needs operators and ended up being 

scheduled for Field Day weekend (Sunday). The event does come 

through Pioneer Village so someone at Field Day could participate if 

needed.  

The board was also reminded that the club needs someone to take 

over responsibility for the club web site (besides Treasurer and Sec-

retary).  

There was a short discussion on a Christmas Party. Joining with 

MAARS (513) will be brought up at their next meeting and Mike said 

he would ask at SMARC (South Milw) meeting so maybe we will be 

part of a 2 or 3 club party (if the other clubs agree).  

There was a discussion on not having club meetings during the sum-

mer months (July, August?). No decision was made.  

Al moved and Mike seconded that we adjourn as we really werenôt 

doing anything.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:12pm.  

 

 

Amateur Radio Cross Banding  

 

For this discussion, VHF = 144 MHz = 2m, UHF = 440MHz = 70cm. 
VHF receivers get desensitized by nearby VHF transmitters; same for 
UHF.  

VHF receivers work very well in the presence of nearby UHF transmit-
ters, and vice versa, even inside the same radio. Just make sure the 
UHF receive frequency is not equal to 3 times the VHF transmit fre-
quency. Example: 147.00 x 3 = 441.00.  Those frequencies would be 
ugly.  

Amateur Radio operators are fortunate to have VHF and UHF alloca-
tions. That  makes cross -banding possible. The FCC rules make it 

legal. In some countries, it's not legal.  

Manual cross -banding might mean: you listening on a VHF simplex 
and talking on a  UHF simplex; and a friend of yours doing the oppo-
site. This allows you to interrupt each other.  

Repeaters are now familiar devices. They use automatic control, legal 
here. Equipment manufacturers have made dual band equipment 
that does automatic (control) crossbanding. That makes cross -
banding practical.  

Automatic cross -banding might mean feeding the UHF receiver 
speaking signal into the VHF transmitter mic input. Or it might mean 
feeding the VHF receiver speaker signal into the UHF transmitter mic 
input. Either of these could be called one -way cross -banding.  

Doing both of the above could be called 2 way cross -banding, 1 way 
at a time.  Special considerations: beware of trying 2 way cross -
banding with a repeater to extend your range. Your automatic cross -
banding radio will not cease re - transmitting the repeater until its 
carrier drops, could be 5 seconds. It locks up in a 1 way cross -band 
state. There are several ways around that.  

Listen to the repeater directly and do only a 1 way cross -band  

Use two cross -banding radios, each doing 1 way cross -banding  

Modify the operation of the repeater:  

Have the other repeater users let the repeater carrier drop when they 
turn it over to you. This does not help you break in to a busy re-
peater with un -cooperative users  

Have the repeater technical committee modify the repeater for no 
hang time = instant drop  

Have the repeater technical committee modify the repeater to encode 
PL only when the squelch is open. Put PL decode on the cross -band 
radio section that re - transmits the repeater. This allows normal talk-
ing and break - in  

Identification considerations: when you say your callsign thru you 
HT, you are also saying it thru your cross -band transmitter, thus 
identifying it. Other users should be told they are being cross -
banded, so they can know what transmitter they might have to iden-
tify.  

PL considerations: encode the repeater PL in your HT signal, and do 
not encode on the cross-band output signal  

Temporary UHF cross -band frequencies coordinated per WAR: 

446.425 446.4275 446.430 446.4325 446.435 446.4375 446.440 
446.4425 446.445 446.4475 446.450 446.4525 446.455 446.4575 

446.460 446.4625 446.465 446.4675 446.470 446.4725 446.475  
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Another MRAC FD is in the books.  We operated 3A this year with one 
CW station, one digital station and one phone station.  For the first 
time since Iôve been a member of the club we operated the transmit-
ters from generator power.  This helped our score reach a number 
similar to previous years even though we had half as many transmit-
ters on the air!  Our score?  3434.  

The highlights of FD this year for me were two CW operators worked 
the CW station.  The surprise antenna seemed to work well for them.  
What was the surprise antenna?  A hexagonal sloper dipole raised on 

a 40ô mast.  See the picture.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Another highlight was operating on generator power.  Both genera-
tors essentially ran the entire 24 hours with one refueling (one may 
have gone all 24 hours on a single fillé. we need to ask Larry about 
this).   

I wish to thank everyone who came out.  A special thanks to Larry 
Noldan NZ9I for helping with planning prior to FD and making a run 
to AES for feed line on Friday before FD.  A special thanks to Tony 
Kolar AB9PN for setup work on Friday afternoon and take -down on 
Sunday afternoon.  Without their support, FD would have been much 
less interesting.  

The best accomplishment from FD this year is the prep work put in 

place for FD 2010.  An inventory of the equipment on site at PV was 

completed.  Many items that collected at PV that  had no business 

being there were removed.  The radios and antennas used this year 

were stored in an orderly fashion and will be in working order when 

needed next year.   

 

 

 

Some of the equipment found in disrepair were taken from PV and 
will be repaired before FD next year.  This will put the FD captain for 
2010 in a great place for another successful FD.  

AB9CD 

2009 FD captain  

 

 

 

FD Report  

Field Day Encampment at Pioneer Village Restored Rail Station 


